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Holy Eucharist, Rite Two
 Service Notes

Please rise, as able, for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*).

Thank you for observing silence.

 Voluntary: Veni Creator Spiritus: “Fugue à 5” Nicolas de Grigny

 Announcements

The Word of God
* Opening Acclamation  

Presider  Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

* Song of Praise: Glory to God
All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
  we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

* Collect of the Day
Presider  The Lord be with you.

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised 
gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that 
it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

 The Lessons All are seated. Meditative silence follows the readings. 

First Reading: Acts 2:1–21

Lector  When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability.

  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 
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of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.”

  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel:

   ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,

   that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

   and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams.

   Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
  and they shall prophesy.

   And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
  blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

   The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
  before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

   Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ “

  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:25–35, 37 spoken in unison

O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
 in wisdom you have made them all;
 the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
 creatures both small and great.
There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
 which you have made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you *
 to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it; *
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
 you take away their breath,
 and they die and return to their dust.
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
 and so you renew the face of the earth.
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May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
 may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
 he touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
 I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine please him; *
 I will rejoice in the Lord.
Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
 Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Romans 8:22–27
Lector  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

* The Holy Gospel: John 5:26–27; 16:4b–15 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Gospeller Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because 
you have been with me from the beginning.

  “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to 
him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things 
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, 
because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will 
see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.

  The Gospel of the Lord.

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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 Sermon  

* Renewal of Baptismal Vows
 Presider  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

 People I do.

 Presider  Do you believe in God the Father?

 People I believe in God, the Father almighty,

   creator of heaven and earth.

 Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

 People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

    and born of the Virgin Mary.

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

    was crucified, died, and was buried.

   He descended to the dead.

   On the third day he rose again.

   He ascended into heaven,

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

 Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

 People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

   the holy catholic Church,

   the communion of saints,

   the forgiveness of sins,

   the resurrection of the body,

   and the life everlasting.

 Presider Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

 People I will, with God’s help.

 Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

 People I will, with God’s help.

 Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

 People I will, with God’s help.

 Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

 People I will, with God’s help.

 Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

 People I will, with God’s help.

 Presider May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the 
Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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* Prayers of the People
Presider:   Gathered in this place, we have come to celebrate God’s Spirit among us.  Let us give voice to that Spirit 

in the prayers we offer together.

Leader: May the Spirit of God inspire us to joyfully use our gifts and talents for the common good of our sisters 
and brothers throughout the world; let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May our Presiding Bishop Michael, our bishop Martin, and  all clergy and people  everywhere boldly 
proclaim the joy and hope of the Resurrection; let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May all the peoples of the earth hear the good news of the marvels God has accomplished; let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May the Spirit of God make each of us a minister of peace and forgiveness in our homes, our 
workplaces, our parish cathedral; let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May those who are suffering of body, mind, or spirit, receive the healing mercies carried by the Holy 
Spirit to our aid and comfort (Pause); let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May those who are bitter, afraid, anxious, or without hope, no matter the reason, rediscover God’s 
breath of life within them: let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: May our deceased relatives and friends, especially Grace Obetz, rest forever in the eternal peace of 
Christ; let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Leader: That God will hear the prayers we now make in the silence of our hearts (Pause); let us pray …

Peopler: Come, Holy Spirit, hear our prayer.

Presider:  Father of life, hear our prayers.  Re-create us to be your Holy Spirit, so that we may be a source of 
forgiveness and a community of hope for each other and for our hurting world.  We make this prayer in 
the name of Jesus, the Risen Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit as the one God 
for ever and ever. Amen.

* The Peace
Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you.

 Celebration Prayer
Those celebrating anniversaries of birth, marriage, and other joyous occasions are invited to come forward for prayer.

All  O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) as they begin 
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Holy Communion
* Offertory Hymn: “O Spirit of Life, O Spirit of God”

Words: Johann Niedling (1602–1668); tr. John Caspar Mattes (1876–1948), alt. Music: Geistliche Kirchengesang, KÖln, 1623; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750). All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.
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* Presentation Hymn
All  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
  Praise God, all creatures here below;
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

* The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer A

Presider  The Lord be with you.

People   And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People   We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the 
Holy Spirit came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead 
them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your 
Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
   Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest.

Presider  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all.

  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Presider  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 



page 9

Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
 thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.

 Communion 
• All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
• For gluten-free bread, cross your hands palms down. 
• For a blessing, cross your hands over your chest. 
• Prayer for healing is offered at the prayer desk until the close of worship.

* Postcommunion Prayer  

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
  you have graciously accepted us as living members
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
  and you have fed us with spiritual food
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
  Send us now into the world in peace,
  and grant us strength and courage
  to love and serve you
  with gladness and singleness of heart;
  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

* Blessing
Presider  Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so 

control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray 
you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

People  Amen.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/book_of_common_prayer.pdf#page=366
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* Sending Hymn: “Hail this joyful day’s return”

Words: Att. Hilary of Poitiers (4th cent.); tr. Robert Campbell (1814–1868), alt. Music: Sonne der Gerechtigkeit, melody from Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566; harm. Jan O. Bender (b. 1909). Copyright: Words: by permission of Burns & 
Oates. Music: Setting from: Worship Supplement © 1969, Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* Dismissal
Deacon  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

 Voluntary: Veni Creator Spiritus: “Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux”  Nicolas de Grigny

Serving Today
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May 20, 2018 
Day of Pentecost 
 
Today we mark Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit among the apostles and followers of Jesus. Celebrated 50 
days after Easter (including the day of Easter itself), the name of the holiday comes from the Greek Pentēkostē, 
which literally means “the 50th day.”  
 
The events of the day are foretold by Jesus in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, just before his 
Ascension. While his followers were with the risen Christ, he tells them, “John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:5, NRSV). He goes on to say to them, “You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
 
The followers would not wait long for the promised Spirit. The author of Acts, traditionally believed to be Luke, 
recounts: 
 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each” (Acts 2:1-6). 
 
We celebrate Pentecost as the inauguration of the Church’s mission in the world. Empowered by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, we are to go out into our neighborhoods and the wider world—to Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth—witnessing to the risen Christ. 
 
The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common Prayer as 
one of the feast days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 312). Because of this, Pentecost is also known as 
“Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used to describe 
the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the 
Vigil of Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 
 
Collect for Pentecost 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every 
race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad 
this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it 
may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen (Book of Common Prayer, p. 227). 
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May 2018 
For Such a Time as This: Veteran Programs 

The Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America continue our united call to Pray, Fast, and Act 
in support of good policies and programs that provide opportunities for and respect the dignity of all people. This 
month we focus on programs that assist veterans and their family members. New investments and policies in recent years 
have helped expand veteran access to education, labor opportunities, healthcare, and housing. Still, too many veterans, 
active service members and their families still struggle with complex challenges—ranging from barriers to benefits to 
increased mental health risks. We must continue to support those of us who risk everything for the safety and wellbeing 
of our communities.  

Studies from the Department of Veterans Affairs have found that 22 veterans take their lives each day-- a rate 21 percent 
higher when compared to other civilian adults. Some factors, such as the on-going opioid epidemic, have also 
disproportionately impacted veterans, increasing demand for services among those seeking recovery and contribute to 
the many challenges impacting families. There is a great need to do more for veterans in our communities. Through 
chaplains, dioceses, and congregations across the country the Church plays a special role in welcoming returning 
veterans. Let us take action by asking Congress to protect programs that address the needs and equip veterans as they 
return from service.  

On May 21, join the EPPN, ELCA Advocacy and Presiding Bishops of the Episcopal Church and the ELCA as 
we #PrayFastAct. 

Pray for those who have answered a vocation of military service and for their families; for the many military chaplains 
across the world who bear the witness of Christ in word and sacrament; for those who have lost their lives in service of 
our country and who are moved to harm themselves. 

For Memorial Day 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for all who have died that we may live, for all who endured pain that we might know joy, 
for all who made sacrifices that we might have plenty, for all who suffered imprisonment that we might know freedom. 
Turn our deep feeling now into determination, and our determination into deed, that as men and women died for peace, 
we may live for peace for the sake of the Prince of Peace, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (based upon a prayer by 
Leslie D. Weatherhead) 

For those who serve 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces [and federal 
ministries] at home and abroad.  Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and 
temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence 
wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Fast in remembrance of the sacrifices men and women in the armed forces make for our common good, and for their 
families who cope with daily challenges in the absence of their loved ones. 

Act by urging our lawmakers to pursue innovative solutions and further address the challenges facing veterans. Prepare 
to act on May 21 by reading our one-pager on assisting veterans: http://bit.ly/fsatmay 
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