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Choral Evensong
Service Notes

Please rise, as able, for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*).

 Voluntary: Fantasia in G minor, BWV 542/1  Johann Sebastian Bach

* Preces Richard Ayleward
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.

Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.

Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Choir  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.

Choir The Lord’s Name be praised. 

* Hymn #125: “The people who in darkness walked”

Words: John Morison (1749–1798), alt.; para. of Isaiah 9:2–7. Music: Perry, Leo Sowerby (1895–1968), alt. Copyright: Music: Music Copyright © 1964 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

 Psalm 36:5–10 sung by the choir Chant by John Goss
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 
 and your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 
your justice like the great deep; * 
 you save both man and beast, O Lord.

How priceless is your love, O God! * 
 your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 
 you give them drink from the river of your delights.

For with you is the well of life, * 
 and in your light we see light.

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 
 and your favor to those who are true of heart.
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 Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:1–11  

Lector  A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.

  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know 
that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I 
want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and 
no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

* Magnificat  Thomas Tallis
My soul doth magnify the Lord,  
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded  
 the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth  
 all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
 and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
 throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
 and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
 as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Lesson: John 2:1–11
Lector  A reading from John.

  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said 
to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 
My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing 
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, 
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the 
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him.

  The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

* Nunc Dimittis  Tallis
   Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

   according to thy word; 

   For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
   which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

   To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

 Meditation

* Apostles’ Creed Chanted on a monotone

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth;
   And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
     born of the Virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, dead, and buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead.
    He ascended into heaven,
     and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
   I believe in the Holy Ghost,
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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* Prayers Ayleward
Officiant The Lord be with you;

Choir And with thy spirit.

Officiant Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

*  Lord’s Prayer Chanted on a monotone.

   Our Father, which art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    in earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

* Responses Ayleward
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.

Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the state.

Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant O Lord, save thy people.

Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

* Collect of the Day
Officiant Let us pray. Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he 
may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

* Collect for Peace
Officiant O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:

 Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give,
 that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee,
 we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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* Collect for Aid against Perils
Officiant Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;

 and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;
 for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

 Anthem: “I sat down under His shadow” Edward C. Bairstow
I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. 

—Song of Solomon 2:3b–4

* The Prayers 

* Prayer of St. Chrysostom
All Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst 
of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. Amen.

* Hymn #138: “All praise to you, O Lord”

Words: Hyde W. Beadon (1812–1891), alt. Music: Carlisle, Charles Lockhart (1745–1815). All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710278.

* The Grace

 Voluntary: Méditation Maurice Duruflé

Holy Eucharist will be offered in the chancel following the voluntary.
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